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animal magnetism might be accounted for; and
Hypnotism, from "Hypnos" sleep was a name ^ applied
to a condition artificially produced in which the
person was apparently asleep and yet acted in
obedience to the will of the operator as regards botn
motion and sensation.
HISTORY.—It was natural that the apparent
power of influencing the bodies and minds of others
should attract much attention and be eagerly sought
after for purposes of gain, or from a love of the
marvellous, or for the cure of diseases. Hence we
find that, whilst not a few have investigated these
phenamena in a scientific spirit, more have done so
as Quacks, and Charlatans who have thrown discredit
on a department of the physiology of man of the
•deepest interest. Recently, however, as will be shown
in this article, physiologists and physicians have set
about investigating the subjects in such a manner as
to bring it into the domain of exact science, and to
dispel the idea that the phenomena are due either to
any occult force or to supernatural agency. It would
appear that in all ages, diseases were alleged to be
affected by the touch of the hand of certain persons,
who were supposed to communicate a healing virtue
to the sufferer. It is also known that among the
Chaldarans, the Babylonians, the Persians, the Hindus,
the Egyptians, the Greeks and the Romans many of
the priests effected cures or threw people into deep
sleeps in the shades of the temples; during which the
sleeper sometimes had prophetic dreams and that
they otherwise produced effects like those now
referred to animal magnetism. Such influences were
held to be supernatural, and no doubt they gave
power to the priesthood. In the middle of the 17th
Century there appeared in England several persons
who said they had the power of curing diseases by
stroking with the hand. Notable amongst these was
Valentine Greatrakes, of Affane in the Country of
Waterford, Ireland, who was born in February 1628,
-and who attracted great attention in England by his

